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OF A 
LETTER 
(intercepted) going for Holland, 
Dire&ed Thus 


For his (and his Wives) never Failing Friend 


Roger Le Strange 


Atrhe Oranges Court with Careand Speed, 
haſt, haſt, poſt haſt. 


Parvis componere magnus. 


— ————— ————— ——————  _ — —{— 


LONDON, 
Printed for H. B. athis Holineſſes Gunin 


Pouls Church-yard, vvhere they 
vvill be Delivered to you Cratis. 


Feb. roth. 1580, 


Honeſt Roget 
Ardon the Expreſſion | beſeech you, 1 know I wrong you; but 'tis my Natural way of Speak- 
ing to all my BenefaCtors right or wrong, in the Front of whom I muſt ever place you as 
Chief Squire of the Quill ro my Body ; and the only Broow-fteff of my ſupport and mainte- 
nance, for 'tis thee dear Roger , who have ſupplyed my Cannes with Zeſwits Batls and Powder for above 
theſe Fifteen Years, add made- it roar louder than all his Holineſſes Balls, or the Tantroy Tr ers: 
I do not in the leaſt Qyeſtion your ſafe Arrival at Hanſlerdiks, having thoſe mtr.ccciine BAS 
in your Company ( men of miracles ) and not a Afaſs ſaid without ye: Theſe together with Gargoad 
old Proverb (I moſt rely on ) he that's Born ro be hang'd ( for in my Conſcience that's the end on't) 


Juſt-Aſſe, T Rog, 
»: under the very Noſe of his £ 


for Holy Water, and then take it with them ( in Pint Bottles ) to Oxon, in order to Expell Plots and 
Plotters ; which Tompſos Swears, (as a Trycd man ) 'twilldo infallibly z and offers (rhe ſecond time ) 


ro = tis Soul on it. 

old Cock; loft Roger , where you and Towpſen Lay has been ſearch't for you no leſs than Nine 
times already : But that which moſt vexed me ( beſides rheir ng me Kaſcal for Em and 
then ſo ſtoutly denying on't ) they brought that poor Rogue Robin Hog, and made him the Can- 
dle to them ; where he (like an owl) B ing on the Qld Cotfer at the Beds feet, cries out what's 
here, a Prixting Prefs; no ſooner had they forc'd it open, bur their (-as the Devil would haye it ) 
they found your white Hat, Lac'd Band and Sword, with your Juſt-dffe-ſhips Gold Butron Coar, and the 
under Petticoat you had of Madam / awlringlaſs wrapt up together in Tompſens Canonical Gown: All which 
I had ( though unluckily ) juſt before { with much ado ) Redeem'd the Levender in | 
here's rhe Rogue, pull him our, ſays the Szorr-fouf-man: 1 had almoſt Burſt my ſelf, to ſre t fo 
ptertily deceived, t h 'twas Damn'd hard ( Roger ) to looſe the _ mg your occaſions 
for them: However oft they carryed them, Swearing though they miſſed your C , they had got 
the Bettey half on you; and ſtuffing them our, with my old Brooms, and your Papers which lay Ruſt- 
ing by me, ( for faith Roger, all we can Write or Print is but waſt Paper, it will not rake now adays 
pucring a Papiſt mask on them ( as much to the Life as poſſible ) they carryed them into the Strand, 
and have hung you up Roger (in Effigie) on the Afay-pole; where you may be ſure you want nor 
for Spettators, the Hereticks Flock by Droves to ſee you ; though few knew what ro make on you, that's 
rhe beſt on'r; ſome ſays its Tom Blood in his Crown-Chear, others 'tis a true Son of the Church Tow of Bri- 
Foot, a third fay 'tis a Hermophrodite Strange: lee compounded of Giles and Cellier, a forth 'tisa Proteſtant in 
Maskerades, a fifth 'tis the mack-niny ſte aſſe hungup againft St. David's day, to make a Taffee on, a ſberh 
'tis Nolls Fidler Meremorphoſt ; others ſay tis a Mare-maid (neither Fiſh nor Fleſh) becauſeof the Perri- 
coat Roger, but the wiſer fort, ſwear down right, 'tis old Towſer, and Tower is all of them. 

Pray acquaint your Orange Miſtriſs with the Birth of her Royal Brothey ( by the Fathers fide) which 
dropr lately in Scotland, ro the great joy of all good Catholicks, who ſwear ( by the Maſs ) he's Born to 
be a Pope infallibly ; coming into the World, with his Left great Toe in his Right hand, which poſture makes 
the fign of the + exattly : andis fo hopeful a Bantling , he hath the Breviary and all che of our La- 
dy by heart already; and conſtantly fays his Pater noſter Eleven times ina day; though ſomewhat 
fong through the noſe, which John © adbwry ſays ( having calculated his Nativity togerher with the way of 
his procreation,) proves him to be the ſon of his nown Daddy , deſcending in a Right line from old Fenney 
the Sage and as like him as poſſible, Laxative to Admiration. 

Here hath happened ſome AM racles lately ( beſides that of the comet and the Diſſo[#tion) old Will Staf- 
f.rd (it ſeems) is forced ro do Pennance, for telling ſo much truth of the Plot and (mack-niny) our Ma- 
ſter ; though troth (Roger) Irhink it ſomewhat hard meaſure, 1 dare ſwear he near intended ir living not 
dying : Beſides one would have thought (in good conſcience ) his laſt Holy Lying in denying on 't, roge- 
ther with his Sutferings, might have made amends for that over-ſight, he hath held ſeveral h-edleſs conte- 
rences with their Lordſhips in the Tower ( and ſome out on't ) ro find our ſome way ( ere tolate) how '@ 
keepolf the Approaching evil day (for it muſt and will come Roger) cither by ſtroaking Toms Cheeks with 
yellow boys in order to an eſcape, orelſe to multiply them into ſw many Thouſands, as may pay (in part) 
our out guards, and ſome other preſſing neceſſaries (male and Female) in order to diſſolve the Enemy;for 
look ye Sirs (quoth Wilt) I tell you Vows, Oaths, Diſpenſations, Sham-plots, Countermines Lying and De- 
nying , 20 nor the promiſes of either Captain or Liextenant or both,how e're they flatter you,can (if once 
they get you at the Boarded Theatre at Weſtminſter) help you off with your Necks whole; you ſee ( if the 
Fathers will give you leave to believe your own lyes ) 1 ſpeak by experience, as well as Ned Coleman, and 
to ſay truth theirs no knowledg like it: this Laſt (Roger) Iam inform'd was agreed ons the (becauſe 
the Laſt) Remedy ; upori which old Will took his leave, paying as much reſpetts to their Nkble 


T7 


ſible for any ene under his circumſtances, and took bis way direRt'y ro Newgate, to viſit the diſpairing Fathers (his laſt Sperch- 
2 ) _ he found them in a moſt profound coalc]r oye with Lame Giles ard Berty Cellzer io Fe, Colemans Apattmer ) 


bow they ſhou'd allo eſcape the approaching Nooſes : Belgebub be with ye (lays Will) it he be not here already z it be be not(quora 
2s we had a fivgle minutes time Jefr 


Manſon) you Lep beaded Dotard, did his Devilthip ever leave any of our Protefſhhon, ſo long 
tor Plotting ; bur the queſtions, like you, and your late Reading (we heard on't) did ever Puppy Mumble over bis Lefſon ar ſuch a 
tare as you did the very Carttolicks \ as Blind 38 they are) a» well as Hereticks (wore they could ſee you Lye : Oh unpardogable 
Mortal Sinner :o be ſo Gilcovered, bad you 25s many beads as Hydrs, you deſerved io loole them all,for that your Drunken Folly , you 
ſhould bave Wilb'r, Curs'd, Swore, invoked God, Angels,and Men,ro bear you Wirne(s (though in a Lye) and Dered Heaven i; (elf 
to comradi& you) rhis had bren right Carholick indeed, like our dear Brethren at Tybur# ; and at worlt but Pie Fraudes 1 this 
ſharp Greering rab'd the Old Gentlemans Chuler to the ſame height, as when be Buggered the Boy in Hey+ next, and Swore by 
Hell and Rome he'd tare them jnto Acoms, and ſo fave the Hangman the Labor, at which menaces away Flies Giles for bis Pillery 
iArmor, and Betty ro AR the (econd parr of the B/oody Fladder, crying out, goed my Lord, don't be worſe than Sevige, 10 4 Woman 
in Lebor, the Prieit mean time on their Knees, at Exorcifims, Damming blm by Zel- Book, Salt Spictle and Candle, with a whole 
Cart load of Church Curſes to Pepper bim ; But Will defy'd ibemn all, 1 tdeir Telping came to late (like Colemans Pardon Jhe 
was 2s bad as bad could be already, tickling them the while with Langborns Whip, "tis thought they will not live long atter it 3 and if 
hot bang'd rhe ſooner, will petition the Hangman for Execution z bowever the good man ſcap't nor Scor-free, for they had fore cur 
the lace Stitches in bis dlsjoynred Neck in the Rencoumer, fo that be was forc' [ike St. Denis] to carry it under bh A 

to lee s boly uſage ; 


to bis Holincfſes $Lgughrer«bouſe to bave ic have the Sommerſer ; where the old Woman, .thar ha 
and began ro Cackle of it ; nor underſtanding [ it ſeems? thoſe Duke-all DireRions, of that intreague z was thought fir 
the Rh ro lend her privately on an Errand into Pargetery z, where it probable old Will came acquainted with ber, this very 
oman [1 ſay] getting looſe, and coming [in the Dead of Night] to pay ber reſpe@s ro ber great Miſtreſs, at ber (as 
formerly] with a Chamber pot and fine Towel, mer old Will at the of the Bed cbamber, and ſceling his in that pickle 
offered him very civilly the ufc of ber #renſits which the good man accepted of very kindly ; and lo fel ro Dabling his ted Nod... 
die in the Chamber-lye, which (1 -flure you Rager) was afterwards put ioto a Baſon [ (onſecrared for thar purpoſe] and placed in 
the Wall of the Chappel, next ro the Shrine of our Lady, by rhe little Door, on the righr band of the Akar, the very (elf-.fame 
Fper, where you uſed to knee! Roger, with a Red-croſs over it, and Roger believe me, I ſpeak not only the real ſenſe of my own 
ryed experience, but 'tis alſorbe Catbolick Faicb, of all our Believing Romans irs now the Beſt Holy Warer that ever Catholick 
diptin, for norwithftanding i:s original was bur from that Chip in Porridge, 'tis wonderful io its operation, even to a Thouland Mi. 
racles, and of Fifty tiwes che value of George Wahemans Bone, " 
As tothe old Woman ſhe continues very diligent, in opening and fbuttiog the Doors and Caſements, makiog the ſign of the mY 
In every Corner ſhe wing the PiQtures, and Relicks to Friends, giving ſome figns of ber own and Gedfrey's Exit, to the leve... 
ral places where they )aid him 3 Buttbe Fathers are bard at it (andif prayers fail ) they are refoly'd to Bribe never fa Benty to 
Jay ber : But of this Roger not a word, for fear the Hereticks Smock it ; old Will 1 bear is for certain, pofied down imo all Quar-= 


y 
recs(with others) our indefarigable Feſuitical, Levitical, 4rbeiftical, Pentionary, Plotting, Trumpertting, Damming, Berreying, Abbey. 
ring Friends, to AQ their urmoRt fo this pew Busfle, procured (For) aud By us with Pills ct Exc , for Thouſands of French 
{Lumber- ffreet) Duſt, may Bubble the uachiokiag ; For truſt me (Roger) what ere you defign on tr" fide the » Brook, 
now is the time, or never ; to ſave our Bacon ; bere's an odd Story (Roger) runs about Town, of a Sbe Heretich ( But our 


Fairhbe'jeve ber mad) who ſays (and « fer> to Swear to) ſomething io White Appears to her often, foreteliing the removal of ſome 
) this caw be co Angel of 


Body {to the Wefiward) by Poylon into Limbas Parrum, much about Cuckew time : Certainly (R 
ours for they (you know) are 3ll the Devil we. 4 bas more wit than to ſpoil a Deſign {o much to bis (and our) ad- 
vantage, by telling on't, that would be to much like the Hereticks, who we , will rvio rhemſclves ere long by : Hell 
be prais'd tor 't ; yer Roger ſuppoſe (for once) it were av Angel 'of Light ; we have taken that care before band ; be ſhall be Ce. 
dired ar Court, juſt like tbe Plot io Hropis and Fgnifie no more to them then tbe Cemet which (they Swear) only foretold the Death 
of Nelies Lap Dog : But (Roger) now Tam bere, let we acquaine you with my Oblervations, 1 know *twill pleaſe you, nay there's 
no true Catholick, but firg+ 1c Deam Laudames, for it all the World over thoſe Beanerges who thundered fo loyd _ at Remes 


Doors, bis Holinefſes coulo not Nleep (nay ftir) for them ; met with a Northern blaſt roiber day : puft them out (ar ) to 

the Weſt-ward ; had you been bere (hodge) you had _ your Gurs with Laughing. 
2. Toſee them look ( when 'twas too Jare ) like things that conld (or at leaft, at preſent would) not help it : Bur above all to 
'r, Damwing them as bk as ever: | bave been told the Bible ſays ſomes 


ſee our late (cu Friends ſo Sty 'd upon 
where (for ergo | en Nis) when their was no King in Iſracl, the People did whet they would themſelves ; Bux 
) we have juſt rurn'd the Tables, oursin (and out) oth” Church, do jt when there is no Parliament ; bad you but beard 


Faith 
(Se pink, pa) Tantivy Pels-ing pay tbem cf, witb 40 and 48, you's bave ſworn, be bad our done you and Tompſen, be told the 

:c eg (though we ſhed it) the Mar'iyrs Blood cur did tbe 71ood of Feſws, and forc'r it for bis Argument : ext( Roger) 
have at the Milk, that may out-do them both, and then be's fi: for Cardinal ; bere | could enlarge my ſeif (Roger) on the 
Fachers, 22 our of 26 at the leaſt ; But 'ris veedleſs, 'rwill do it ſelf ſhortly;tberefore (fince *tis Jate) i'le here conclude, > luring you 
what now I bave writ is certaio truth in every ſyllable, and yeu may 1wear it « Roger) moraily, much fafer (without a Dil. 
penſatlon) than (hat you are no Papift. But a Pox on'c ( vow] thick on't) theirs a Liſt of Queries Bawld about the Town,far 
worſe than that oth* Pentioners, 1 muſt acquaint you wi-b them, ard they mult be anſwered 100 (it Hell avd Komecan doit) or 


elſe we may Write, Plot, and Swear our hearts oor, they'le not believe us ; They call it « Match for Toupgers Heraclitms Rjdens, that 
'tis like your $$ranges caſe that Brought a Dozen Wit. 


Damn'd Paper bas pur them on'r, the Devils in'r, you muſt be — 
nefler ro Light, who proved you (threugh your own Fooling) ro be 3 forſworn Viilain, and a Down Right Pepift z which never 
te leaſt 1 mifinform you ; theretore in Cool Blood ( Roger ) 'iwixt 


(perbaps) -had otherways been beard of ; Bur Vie not be 
and Earneſt take them as you fird them, put by Hereticks, heres juſt balf a Dozen of them. 1. Querie, whetber tbuſe Popiſh Ar- 
ong imrey- 


Abe Defigr ing Knave', who talk ſo Joud of 41 avd 48, ought nor 10 begiv their reckorirg ſome whar abc ut 30, Inthe | 
vals of Parliament, ard el} us the whotelory fairly on both fides (viq.) Mcnopolizing Ship money ,be Roring our Birth-rights( Par, 
liaments) book cf liberties, Scotch Voyage, $1rar- Chamber, Biſhops Courts, Corrupt Fudges, Maſſacre in Ireland ( lo which were Hel. 
liſhly Murtbered above 200000 Protettant Souls (yer Papilt go Rebells remember that) jeizing ihe nece fſaries (near Cheſter) lene 
by the worthy Citizens of Londen, to cloth and relieve thole poor languiſhing Proteſtants, who had eſcap't the Savage Papifts and 
lay naked vader rhe Walls « f Dublin, Commiſſions of Army, ſerring up the Standard declaring War, now Tory ſay (withal your im. 
pudence, who begun firſt ; rell us that (in truth) we'le allow the Reft, in earneſt. 2, Querie, whether Scorch Oaths(with o1bers fince) 
Dougleſes *ermon, Beeda promiſes liberty of Conſcience, Mock marriages, War with Fran ©, ſeving Flanders, be nor in Jeft 3. Querie, 
whether breaking Leagues, Dutch Wers,Chattam Victory, >mirna fleer, French meaſures looſe « f Shipping, Poland- Lenters, \ ars in 
Chriſtendom Blood of Proteitants, be not in Earneſt, 4 Querie, whether Divine Right, fair Speeches; truc Proceftant love to Par- 
laments juſt Rights, Engliſh Liberties, Plot Igr orance, Hanging Traitors, be norin jeſt, 5 Querie, werher grand Debauchery, 
Whoring Courtiers, Popiſh Councels, Cheating Rogues, ellish Plortings, ſaving Traitors, Rouen Peaches, French Pentioners ( and 
Curſt Engliſh onesto ) Netts of Whores, Swarms of Bafftards, Machs Cut throats, burrid Murders, Burning Cities (and the Pro- 
wfls bouſe teo)$ham-plorting, Counterminings,Suborn'd Villains, Faile Buggeries, Papift Officers (by Sea and Lande: ) French A. 
v9; Difolutions, buying v-ices, falſe Returns, defigns ro Ruin vs, be nut in tarveft, 6, Qyerie, whetber Church Papiſt, 
ine Biſbops, Tantivy Abborrors, Touz*rs Barking, Papiſis Scribling, (to fave their Bacon) and deceive the People, for Swear- 

eſuits Councels, French Afhſtance, 1o conquer Ireland, ſubdue Scotland, gain Flanders,bear rhe 


ing the Plots mack-niries Title, 1 
their Shipping,be maſters of rbe Sezs, force a Rebellion, keep up the Plor, Retreeve our Cavule, by getting ( 1bis Bout ) 


Dutch 

I Popilh Penrjonery Abborring, Betraying, Engliſh, French, Iriſh, mack mongrel Parliament, who ſhall berray their Country, © live 
polteviry, dettroy themielves (ar laft) ro ſave Papilt Traytors from banging,whether this (1 ſay ) can be done, by all the Arts, means, 
ways Or moneys Pope or , Duke or Devil can jryent or ſupply; time muſt ſhew : Bur oth” my Conſcience (Roger) to ſprak 
freely "ls now 100 Lie to do the Trick : This alſo will prove a Jeft in (Conclufion ) yours H. B. 

Now Crack- fart Roger, let your Crach- farts Fly I in « Hoy ſach, "tis ſuch Knaver 41 you _. 

The Tell rale Comer, Scrible out orh' Shy. Crack both the Poles, and topt rherr moving true, 

Thy Pex Does wonders, wheels of Charles's wain Go on and Scrible, till the Gallows find 

Tou out of Breath, the Halter ftops your Wind, Sic voloere Fara, 


Turs ſomewbat [toff, you'le ſer them Right ag 418, 
134386 


